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AMENDMENT OF THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) Rubber dam covering means (10) or strip securing means of a flexible, 
elastic material, wherein the materia) is a thermoplastic material that is elastic at room 
temperature, the rubber dam covering means or strip securing means has an underside (12), that is 
to be arranged facing the oral mucosa and an upper side remote tlierefrom^ and at least one side 
(12) is provided with a structured surface (14). the surface structure (14) having a plurality of 
depressions (16) wliich, starling from a surface plane (18) of one side (12), extend in die 
direction of the remote side, and the depressions (16) each have an extent of from 0.10 mm to 
0.50 mm, espe cially - from Qf2& 4» n>tQ - fl T4Q-m», in the surface plane (18) and a spacing of from 

0. 05 mm to 0.30 m m, cspooially from 0.10 mm to 0.25 mm . 

2. (Original) Rubber dam coveiing means or strip securing means accoixling to claim 1 , wherein 
the elastic thenuoplastic material has an almost linear force-displacement characteristic cui-ve on 
being stretched in a plane of a sheet. 

3. (Currently Amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 

1, wherein it is provided with an absorbent surface , cspooially in the form of a flock coating of 
fibres or on applied non - wovon ' matori ^. 

4. (Cun-ently Amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 
1, wherein the depressions (16) each have, starting from the surface plane (18), a depth of from 
0.05 mm to 0,30 mm , ospociolly from 0,10 mm to 0,20 mm . 
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5. (Original) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim I, wherein 
the depressions (16) are of point- form configuration. 

6. (Currently Amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 
5, wherein the depressions (16) each have a rectm:tgula r, ocpocially aqt vafe; cross-section in the 
surface plane (18), 

7. (Currently Amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 
1, wherein the depressions (16) are of dish-shaped structur e ^ Qfipeo i ft l ly - h Eft^ ing - roundcd comcra 

8. (Currently Amended) Rubber dam covering means or stiip securing means according to claim 
1, wherein it is composed of at least two layers of different materials a fld - Mpeeio Hy jia s- a r layo g 

9. (Original) Rubber dam having a rubber dam covering means according to claim 1. 

10. (New) Rubber dam covering means (10) according to claim 1, further comprising 
depressions (16) having an extent of fl-om 0.20 mm to 0.40 mm, in the surface plane (1 8) and a 
spacing of from 0.10 mm to 0.25 mm. 
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11. (New) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 3, wherein 
said absorbent surface is selected from the group consisting of a flock coating of fibers and an 
applied non-woven material. 

12. (New) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 4, wherein the 
depressions (16) each have, stai'ting from the surface plane (18), a depth of from 0.10 mm to 0.20 
mm. 

13. (New) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 6, wherein the 
depressions (16) each have a square cross-section in the surface plane (18). 

1 4. (New) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 7, wherein the 
depressions (16) are of dish-sliaped structure further comprising rounded comei-s (24). 

15. (New) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to claim 8, composed 
of at least two layers of different materials wherein one layer is silicone, SEBS, and 
polytetrafluoroethylene. 
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